
S.O.A.P BIBLE STUDY METHOD

WHAT IS SOAP BIBLE STUDY?

S - SCRIPTURE NOTES TO MAKE

O - OBSERVATION NOTES TO MAKE

A - APPLICATION

P - PRAYER

SOAP is an inductive method of bible study that structure and simplifies 
the four critical areas of good bible study: scripture, observation, 
application, and prayer

1. Choose a verse or passage you 
want to study.

2. Read it carefully to grasp the 
context.

3. Write it out in your preferred 
translation.

1. Jot down keyword or
repreated words.

2. Are there transitional or 
contrasting words?

3. Looking at a few 
cross-references.

After thoroughly reading and 
writing out your chosen verse, take 
a moment to write down everything 
you observe. This is where you’ll use 
the keywords, repetition, and 
context to help you understand 
what the verse is saying.

1. Who is speaking/writing this 
and who’s the audience?

2. What is the main idea?
3. Is there a recurring theme?
4. What does this reveal about 

God, His character, or His desire 
for humanity?

1. How should this impact my thoughts, actions, and relationships?
2. How does this verse apply to my current life?
3. What changes do I need to make to live within this verse? Is there a 

command to follow?
4. Does this verse offer guidance or encouragement?

As you wrap up your time studying and reflecting on the verse, bring it before 
God in prayer. Prayer is a powerful way to solidify your understanding and 
commitment to applying the Scripture daily.
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